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Diversity of Earthworms around the industrial areas of
Paradeep Phosphate Limited (PPL), Paradeep, Odisha

Abstract :

Phenomenal and lucrative nature and extraordinary capability to accommodate various

organisms makes soil one of the diversified ecosystems. True and never ending potentials of

soil offers a great source to begin any forms of life. Any external disturbing factors which

are considered muddling with the natural integrity of soil are formidable towards the

organisms which inhabit in soil. From last two to three decades significant soil

contamination due to heavy metals is going to overpower the sustainability capacity of soil

dwelling organisms in particular earthworms. Phosphogypsum (PG) as a by-product

produced from PPL fertilizer plants and believed to hold heavy metals such as, Cd, Cr, Hg,

Pb, Zn, Cu, As etc. The study aimed to assess the genuine impact of Phosphogypsum on

macrofaunas in particular earthworms on surrounding areas of PPL.
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