
SambalpurUniversityhasreceivedagrantof5.0Croresfrom theWorldBankforthe
firsttime to establish two “CentresofExcellence”namely“NaturalProductsand
Therapeutics”and“RegionalDevelopmentandTribalStudies”.Forthepurpose,The
Registrar,SambalpurUniversityand State ProjectDirector,DepartmentofHigher
Education,Govt.ofOdishasignedanMOUon26thJuly,2018.ProfessorDeepakKumar
Behera,Vice-chancellor,SambalpurUniversityplayedthekeyroleinbringingthese
centrestotheUniversity.

CentreofExcellenceinNaturalProductsandTherapeutics

Thecentrehasbeeninstitutedtodeveloppotentialnaturalproductsthroughextensive
preclinicaltrialsfortherapeuticapplications.Thiscentrewillreceiveagrantof4.0
croresoveraperiodof5years.Thecentrewillexploretheindigenousmedicinalplants
based on thetraditionalknowledgefrom theGandhamardan hills,thebiodiversity
hotspotofWesternOdisha,forthedevelopmentofpotentialnaturalproducts.The
centrewillfunctioninjointcollaborationwiththeDepartmentofBiotechnologyand
BioinformaticsandSchoolofChemistry,SambalpurUniversity.Prof.P.K.Naik,Dept.of
Biotechnology& Bioinformaticsisheadingthecentrealongwithnineotherfaculty
membersfrom boththedepartments.Dr.P.C.Panda,PrincipalScientist,RegionalPlant
ResourceCentre,Bhubaneswar,hasbeennominatedasthementortosupervisethe
progressoftheresearchworkoftheCentreofExcellence.Specifically,thecentre
focusesonthedevelopmentoftherapeuticproductsfortreatmentofmalaria,filaria,



tuberculosis,cancerandneurodegenerativediseases.

RegionalDevelopment&TribalStudies



Thecentrehasbeendevelopedtoaddresstheissuesonlivelihoodandmigration
patterns.Furtheritwillfocusondocumentationofindigenousknowledgesystem and
culturalhistory(art,folklore,musicanddance)forpreservationandtransmissionofthe
intangibleculturalheritagewithaspecialemphasisonparticularlyvulnerabletribal
groups(PVTGs)andtopromoteregionalandtribaldevelopmentbyprovidingvaluable
inputsforpolicyintervention.Thiscentrewillreceiveagrantof1croreoveraperiodof
5yearsandwillfunctioninjointcollaborationamongDepartmentofAnthropology,
Economics,Sociology,Law and History,SambalpurUniversity.Prof.Arun Kumar
Acharya,DepartmentofAnthropology,headingtheCentrealongwith11otherfaculties
from thesedepartments.Prof.K.K.Mishra,ViceChancellorofUniversityofCulture,Prof.
S.N.RathaandProf.DeepakKu.Behera,ViceChancellorofSambalpurUniversityare
nominatedasthementortosupervisetheprogressoftheresearchworkofCOE.The
centre willfocus on the inclusive and holistic sustainable regionaland tribal
developmentfortheWesternOdisha.


